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Preface | The State of the Latino 
Community Today 
 

America is at an inflection point — and so are Latinas. 

Across the country, families are navigating economic uncertainty marked by rising 
costs, wages that have not kept pace with their counterparts, and shifting access to 
education, health care, and housing. For many Latino communities, this moment is 
particularly fraught. Immigration raids have sown fear and instability in schools and workplaces. 
Disinvestment in public higher education has narrowed pathways for first-generation students. 
Affordable housing remains out of reach for many young families. Changes in healthcare policy 
and coverage are reshaping safety nets that communities have long relied upon. Rising 
political violence also casts a shadow over civic life, threatening to deter individuals from 
pursuing public office at a time when broad-based leadership is most needed. 

These pressures are unfolding alongside seismic demographic change. Latinas now make up 
nearly 1 in 10 Americans and 1 in 5 women, and they are among the youngest and fastest-
growing segments of our population. Millions are entering the workforce, building businesses, 
raising families, and stepping into leadership roles—while also carrying disproportionate 
burdens of poverty, debt, and caregiving. 

Yet despite uncertainty, Latinas remain optimistic. They continue to invest in their education, 
pursue entrepreneurship at record levels, and drive economic growth in their communities. 
Their resilience is not just inspiring—it is essential to America’s future prosperity. 

This report emerges from that context: a time when the contributions of Latinas are growing, 
the barriers they face remain stubborn, and the choices we make as a nation will determine 
whether their potential is fully realized. 

The data and voices in this report offer a starting point—a guidepost for shaping an economy 
that works for everyone. 
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Executive Summary | Latinas and the 
Future of American Economic 
Opportunity 
 

Latinas are powering America’s economic future. 

Their contributions fuel growth—from building businesses and driving consumer spending to 
leading in essential industries. Investing in Latinas’ success is not an act of special treatment; it 
is an investment in our shared prosperity. 
 
This report offers the most comprehensive look to date at the economic status of Latinas 
nationally, with additional insights from the five states with the largest Latina populations: 
California, Texas, Florida, New York, and Illinois. It combines rigorous data analysis with voices 
from focus groups of Latinas across generations, professions, and geographies. 

Key findings reveal both remarkable progress and persistent barriers: 
 

 

Economic Power Rising  

Latinas contributed to a $1.3 trillion Latina GDP in 2021. Their median 
earnings grew over 36% from 2019 to 2024, outpacing growth for the 
total population, and their labor force participation reached a historic 
high in 2024. 
 

 

Barriers Holding Back Potential  

Latina workers make just 54 cents for every dollar made by a White man, 
and experience poverty rates nearly double those of White and Asian 
women. Occupational segregation, student debt, and childcare costs 
continue to limit mobility. 

 

A New Generation Ready to Lead 

Latinas are younger than any other major demographic group, 
increasingly college-educated, launching businesses at record rates, and 
stepping into elected and corporate leadership roles—poised to reshape 
our economy for decades to come. 
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Status of Latinas | State Snapshot 

Regional Realities Matter: Across the five states we studied, Latina 
economic realities vary. In California, Latinas are highly educated and driving 
entrepreneurship but face the nation’s widest wage gap. In Texas, higher 
native-born rates and strong workforce participation contrast with lower 
business capital access. New York Latinas experience the highest 
unemployment gap; Florida shows faster wage convergence; Illinois reveals 
slower but steady gains. This state lens is crucial—it shows national trends 
cannot be understood without local context. 
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