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The saddest goodbyes perhaps are the ones that you least expect and that you never 
actually get to express how much the person has impacted your life. This week our HOPE 
Leadership Institute (HLI) community was shocked and saddened with the news of the 
passing of former HOPE board member and HLI 2002 Alumna, Judy Davidds-Wright.   

Judy was a community servant fighting for educational opportunities for underserved 
communities, a staunch feminist who always championed Latinas, a mother who took on 
whatever “volunteer” role she needed to support her daughters, a loving wife, daughter, 
and sister, and to many of us, a loyal friend that supported our small businesses, political 
campaigns, and overall dreams.   

Her contributions to community are numerous. She most recently joined the board of the 
WisePlace, a nonprofit that provides transitional and emergency shelter, counseling and 
mental health services, case management and addiction recovery, and employment 
assistance for women experiencing homelessness.   

She served on the HOPE board for eight years as vice chair and treasurer. She facilitated 
our youth program’s etiquette class for close to 10 years, investing her time and resources 
to ensure our young Latinas were being prepared to enter the workforce and flourish. The 
first fundraiser Judy hosted for HOPE was to raise money for our youth program. She 
then volunteered to Chair our annual awards dinner and was elated to serve on our 
board. As a board member she was committed 100% to our mission of ensuring political 
and economic parity for Latinas.  

As a business owner, she consulted her clients to win government contracts, bringing 
much needed resources into communities who traditionally were overlooked. She helped 
construct and led leadership programs that supported Latinas in pursuing their career and 
business goals. When she accepted the position of vice president with ACTUM, she 
advocated for Latina elected officials to support each other as they strategized to advance 
community. She often hosted Latinas, treating them to HOPE’s trainings. She was one of 
HOPE’s most ardent ambassadors.  

Judy would always share how transformational the HOPE Leadership Institute was in her 
life. She wanted to ensure that it was sustained so that it could transform the lives of many 
others. The truth is that Judy’s involvement and support of HLI was transformational to 
HOPE. Her passion for our organization made us stronger and able to serve many more 
Latinas. Her dedication was contagious, and her love for the women of her HLI class 
helped many of them achieve their dreams.    

Judy Davidds-Wright was and forever will be a transformational leader, a public servant, 
who contributed so much, never asked for praise but gifted all of us with her smile, 
friendship and support. She will be missed, but never ever forgotten.  

This is not goodbye, for her contributions to all of us and community are living 
legacies of her love and determination to see Latinas rise. 


