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   NEWS RELEASE 

HOPE STATEMENT ON THE APPOINTMENT OF DR. SHIRLEY WEBER AS 
CALIFORNIA’S SECRETARY OF STATE  

LOS ANGELES, CA, (December 23, 2020) — Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) issued 
this statement today applauding the appointment of California State Assembly Member Shirley 
Weber as California’s next Secretary of State:   
 
Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) congratulates Dr. Shirley Weber on her 
appointment by Governor Gavin Newsom to serve as California’s Secretary of State, filling the 
vacancy left by newly appointed U.S. Senator for California Alex Padilla. Dr. Weber will become the 
first African-American and the fourth woman to serve as California’s Secretary of State, marking a 
historic first in California and driving diversity of representation in the state’s constitutional offices. 
 
As the first African American to be elected to the California State Legislature south of Los Angeles, 
Dr. Weber is once again making history. As an Assembly Member representing California's 79th 
Assembly District, Dr. Weber has been a strong advocate for increasing access to higher education, 
and a champion of racial justice and civil rights. Prior to being elected to the Assembly in 2012, 
Weber served on the San Diego Board of Education, and as a Professor of African-American Studies 
at San Diego State University. 
 
HOPE is confident that Dr. Weber will serve the state of California with the dedication and 
commitment to the protection of marginalized communities that the state needs to safeguard our 
elections and ensure a transparent government that serves the people. Diversity in leadership in 
California’s highest offices is also required to emerge out of a public health crisis and economic 
recession that has disproportionately impacted Black and Brown communities.  
 
We applaud Governor Newsom in his selection and his leadership in ensuring California’s 
government is representative of our communities. We urge the Governor to continue this 
momentum for diverse representation and to make history by appointing a Latina to serve as 
Attorney General of California. It’s time for Latinas to also be represented at the highest levels of 
California.  
 
About Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) - HOPE® is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that has 
focused on empowering our communities through advocacy, Latina leadership training, and increasing knowledge 
on the contributions Latinas have made to advance the status of women for the past 30 years. To date, HOPE’s 
innovative programming has served 56,000 Latinas statewide and touched the lives of several thousand more. For 
more information on HOPE, please visit Latinas.org or follow us on Facebook or Twitter . 
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