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HOPE APPLAUDS GOVERNOR AND STATE LEGISLATURE FOR BOLD CALIFORNIA 
BUDGET INVESTMENTS THAT BENEFIT LATINAS IN RECOVERY FROM COVID-19 

LOS ANGELES, CA, (July 13, 2021) — Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) issued this 
statement today from CEO Helen Iris Torres applauding California Governor Gavin Newsom for signing 
the 2021-2022 California Budget into law, solidifying bold investments that benefit Latinas as the state 
recovers from economic, educational, and health impacts of COVID-19, as well as ongoing research on 
the status of the Latino community.   
 
“The health of California’s economy is directly tied to the health, economic, and educational prospects 
of Latinas. HOPE applauds the strategic and equity focused investments in the 2021-22 California Budget 
released by Governor Newsom and California Legislature. We believe that many of the proposals 
presented in the $262 Billion dollar budget are a strong step to supporting Latinas and all Californians on 
the road ahead to relief and recovery.  

“Latinas represent 20% of California’s population, make up a larger portion of the labor force than 
Latinas nationally and are poised to increasingly impact the state’s economic growth, yet they have 
borne the brunt of the economic fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic in the state.  

“As the 5th largest economy in the world, California’s budget is the sharpest tool that decision makers 
have to ensure that recovery efforts meet the needs of Latinas and all Californians. The deal negotiated 
by the Governor and the California Legislature includes historic investments in health care for 
undocumented seniors, massive investments in education, and the largest small business investments in 
the nation. We applaud the Governor for prioritizing these equity focused investments that will benefit 
Latinas and all communities.” 
 
“It is heartening to see some of HOPE’s top priorities fully funded in the final California Budget, 
specifically, the historic infusion into California’s K-14 Education System and expansion of health access 
are tangible investments that will support Latinas.”  

Expanding the vision of #Health4All 

In California, 11% of Latinos had no health insurance coverage in 2018 and represented 63% of all 
uninsured people in the state. In 2020, the high infection rates of COVID-19 among Latinos were 
exacerbated by low insurance coverage rates in our communities which had devastating health and 
economic impacts.  

At HOPE’s 2021 Virtual Latina Action Day, hundreds of Latinas advocated for the historic expansion of 
Medi-Cal Eligibility for ages 50+ undocumented seniors. HOPE is proud to be part of the #Health4All 
Coalition led by the California Immigration Policy Center and Health Access, alongside hundreds of 
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organizations who banded together for this win. By expanding coverage to the age of 50+, an additional 
230,000 Californians will be covered.  

Bold Investments in Education 

For over two decades, advocating for education policy and funding to close the Opportunity Gap for 
Latinas has been core to HOPE’s policy agendas. Through Latina Specific research such as The Economic 
Status of Latinas Report and the mobilization of hundreds of Latinas annually through Latina Action Day, 
HOPE has been front and center in ensuring that Latina students are considered in Educational Equity 
Proposals.  

HOPE is encouraged by the following investments: 

- The California Comeback Plan proposes the highest level of state school funding in California 
history. It includes $20 billion for K-12 public schools, $2 billion for college savings accounts for 
3.7 million kids and the creation of universal pre-K. 

- Universal transitional kindergarten by 2024, phasing in access for all four-year olds, regardless of 
income or immigration status, growing to $2.7B in the 2024-25 school year. 

- Over 3 billion to match well-prepared teachers with the most vulnerable students, including 
millions for grants to teachers who commit to teach at high-need schools and millions for 
incentives to attract National Board-Certified teachers to high-poverty schools. 

- Billions to increase broadband infrastructure, access, and affordability — a critical step to 
bringing communities together and improving educational outcomes. 

As HOPE’s 2020 Economic Status of Latinas Report found, Latino students are the largest student group 
in California’s K-12 system and the largest share of each of the student subgroups in the Local Control 
Funding Formula.  Supporting Latino students, English Learners, Foster Youth and Low-Income Students 
will be necessary in mitigating the learning loss experienced during distance learning.  

Historic Small Business Investments 

89% of Latina-owned small businesses are microbusinesses with no employees, earning $50,000 
annually or less. Business activity fell disproportionality among Latino-owned businesses during the 
pandemic (32% compared to 22% overall) undercutting the vast employment and wealth-generating 
potential of these enterprises. The current budget investments into small businesses will provide 
needed support to Latina-owned businesses: 

- More than $4B for small businesses, including $35M for the California Dream Fund, which will 
provide micro-grants of up to $10,000 seed entrepreneurship and small business creation in 
underserved small business groups that are facing opportunity gaps, including communities of 
color, immigrant Californians, and Californians that speak limited English.  

Investments in Research for Communities Color 
 
Data disaggregated by race, ethnicity, and gender are crucial to understanding the challenges faced by 
historically underserved communities and how to best ensure equitable policy and funding. The 2021-
2022 budget makes innovative and tangible investments in communities of color by funding important 
research that will provide a roadmap on how to best close opportunity gaps for communities of color. 
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- Funding of Latina Impact Report to assess the role Latinas play as economic drivers and civic 
leaders and on the economic realities of Latinas in California.  The findings in this report will help 
the State of California, local government, non-profits, elementary and post-secondary 
educational institutions, and healthcare providers have a clearer lens to better understand 
Latinas.  

- Creating Capacity to collect data on AAPI needs, challenges, and barriers through a quarterly, 
scientific survey of the experiences, needs and barriers facing Asian American and Pacific 
Islander adults.  

 
About Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) - HOPE® is a nonprofit, nonpartisan 
organization that has empowered our communities through advocacy, Latina leadership training, and 
increasing knowledge on the contributions Latinas have made to advance the status of women for the 
past 30 years. To date, HOPE’s innovative programming has served 58,000 Latinas and touched the lives 
of several thousand more through our advocacy. For more information on HOPE, please visit Latinas.org 
or follow us on Facebook or Twitter . 
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