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   PRESS RELEASE 

HOPE PARTNERS WITH LA TIMES ON STATEWIDE PRE-PRIMARY POLL OF 
PRESIDENTIAL PREFERENCES AS PART OF MULTI-ETHNIC COALITION 

LOS ANGELES, CA, February 25, 2020 — A statewide survey conducted by a multiethnic coalition led by 
HOPE (Hispanas Organized for Political Equality), CAUSE (Center for Asians United for Self-
Empowerment) and the Los Angeles Urban League, in partnership with the Los Angeles Times, reveals 
the presidential preferences of Californians ahead of the primary election. 

Of the most striking findings from the poll is Bernie Sanders’ 20 point lead among Latinos over the 
second place Democratic candidates. 33% of Latinos prefer Sanders, followed by Michael Bloomberg 
and Joe Biden who are tied at a distant 13%. At the bottom of the pack are Elizabeth Warren at 5%, Tom 
Steyer at 3%, and Amy Klobuchar with just 1%. 

Support for Sanders among Latinas is unparalleled to any other candidate at 35%, according to the poll. 
Latinas overwhelmingly choose him more than African American women (24%), Asian women (25%) and 
white women (12%). Young Latinos also prefer Sanders at a higher rate (37%) than older Latinos (20%), 
and slightly more than young people of all ethnicities combined (33%).   

“If Sanders wins California, it will be because of his support across all Californians, but especially Latinas 
and young people,” said Helen Torres, CEO of HOPE.  “Sanders has been able to build on the base he 
developed during his 2016 primary run, as his message of income inequality and economic exclusion 
resonates with Latinos in general, especially Latinas.”  

“Latinos remain optimistic about their future, but the increasing costs of homeownership, higher 
education and growing their own businesses seem to be escaping our reach. The election is not just 
about unemployment numbers or Wall Street gains and losses, it is about which candidate has been able 
to communicate they understand that the current economic boom has not resulted in increased 
opportunities for everyone,” Torres said. 

When looking towards November’s general election for President, the Democratic vote is steadiest 
among communities of color, with 40% of Asian Americans, 41% of Latinos and 58% of African 
Americans planning to vote Democrat no matter who wins the primary, compared to 35% of white 
respondents. 

The Democratic Party’s continued stronghold in California is further exemplified by the high rate of 
disapproval of Donald Trump among these communities. 67% of Asian Americans, 69% of Latinos and 
82% of African Americans have an unfavorable opinion of Donald Trump, compared to 57% of white 
people. Only 15% of surveyed Latinos prefer Trump, compared to white Californians who prefer Trump 
at twice the rate. 

https://www.strategies360.com/landing/californiapolling/


“The fact that people of color and immigrant communities will rally around any of the Democratic 
candidates come November is a direct result of the policies and rhetoric about our communities that 
have come from the White House over the past 4 years,” said Torres. 

Given the sheer demographic presence of Latinos in California and growing political clout, the Latino 
vote is crucial to selecting a presidential primary candidate. This poll not only gives us a glimpse into 
who is resonating with the Latino community and who will likely move forward to the general election, 
but also indicates that in order to have a stronger democracy, we need to have a democracy that is 
inclusive of Latinos.   

In California, Hispanics made up the largest demographic group of the state’s population - 38.8% 
according to the latest Census. Approximately one in every five people in California is a Latina, and in the 
highly diverse Fresno, Los Angeles, and Inland Empire metropolitan regions approximately 1 out of every 
4 people is a Latina.  

As a leading statewide voice for Latinas in California, HOPE is committed to elevating the perspectives of 
Latinos on crucial issues that impact our communities and shape our collective future. The next U.S. 
president will inevitably continue to shape the economic and political status, safety and wellbeing of 
Latinos and all communities. These findings are an invaluable opportunity for candidates to have a pulse 
of what is important to the Latino community. 

Additional poll findings relating to race relations, discrimination, and attitude’s regarding California’s 
demographic diversity will be published later this spring. The poll was conducted online by Strategies 
360, a Seattle-based polling and research firm. It surveyed 1,350 adults statewide, with over-samples of 
Latinos, African Americans and Asian Americans to allow more detailed analysis. The full questions and 
poll results can be accessed on the firm’s website. 

 

About Hispanas Organized for Political Equality: HOPE® is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that 
has focused on empowering our communities through advocacy, Latina leadership training, and 
increasing knowledge on the contributions Latinas have made to advance the status of women for the 
past 30 years. To date, HOPE’s innovative programming has directly served 57,000 Latinas statewide and 
touched the lives of several thousand more through HOPE’s advocacy agenda. 
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