
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 20 August 2021                       Media contact: Lorena Alamillo  

Cell:  626.224.0778 
E-mail: maricela@vpepr.com  

HOPE APPLAUDS THE APPOINTMENT OF YAMMILETTE RODRIGUEZ TO THE 

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND OTHER KEY LATINOS TO 
LEAD CALIFORNIA’S PUBLIC HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS 

LOS ANGELES, CA, (August 20, 2021) — Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) issued this 
statement today from CEO Helen Iris Torres applauding the appointment of Yammilette Rodriguez 
by Governor Gavin Newsom to serve on the California State University Board of Trustees. 
 
“HOPE applauds the appointment of Yammilette Rodriguez to the California State University (CSU) 
Board of Trustees. Yammilette has been an incredible advocate for Latino youth in the Central 
Valley through her work as Senior Director of the Youth Leadership Institute and throughout her 
career. We are proud to see her take her expertise and experience to the CSU system where Latinos 
are 47% of the student body but previously represented only 20% of the gubernatorial appointed 
Trustees.1 
 
“In Yammilette’s involvement with HOPE as a former board member and as an alumna of the HOPE 
Leadership Institute, I have witnessed firsthand the commitment and tenacity with which she serves 
the youth she works with. Yammilette is an equity-focused leader who constantly strives to bring 
underrepresented youth voices to decision-making tables and to make communities healthier and 
more resilient through youth-led programs. The decisions made by governing board members 
directly impact the lives of students, and having a leader like Yammilette represented ensures our 
students have a champion. 

“HOPE is also thrilled to see that 7 out of the 10 appointments made to the governing boards of the 
state’s public institutions of higher education are Latinos, of which four are Latina women, including 
Julia I. Lopez and Maria G. Linares to the CSU Board of Trustees, Irma L. Olguin to the California 
Community Colleges Board of Governors along with Joshua Elizondo and Blas Villalobos, and Jose 
M. Hernandez to the University of California Board of Regents. Ensuring Latinos are well 
represented in California's higher education leadership is crucial as Latinos represent 42% of 
students enrolled in all degree-granting postsecondary institutions.2 

“As the recent release of 2020 Census data confirms, Latinos in California are the largest ethnic 
group in the state at nearly 40% of the overall population, and more than half of K-12 students in 
California are Latino. As our population continues to grow and Latino students continue to drive 
enrollment at our colleges and universities, Latino students seeing themselves reflected in the 
leadership of our institutions is paramount to ensuring their success.  

1 https://collegecampaign.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Left-Out-Governance-FINAL6.11.pdf  
2 https://www.latinas.org/eslr2020  
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“We commend Governor Newsom for his leadership in ensuring Latinos are represented in our 
state’s decision-making bodies, especially in education - the key to the future success of our state.” 

 
About Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) - HOPE® is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that has 
empowered our communities through advocacy, Latina leadership training, and increasing knowledge on the 
contributions Latinas have made to advance the status of women for the past 30 years. To date, HOPE’s innovative 
programming has served 58,000 Latinas and touched the lives of several thousand more through our advocacy. For 
more information on HOPE, please visit Latinas.org or follow us on Facebook or Twitter . 
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