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HISPANAS ORGANIZED FOR POLITICAL EQUALITY (HOPE) RECEIVES $1.2 MILLION 

FOUNDATION INVESTMENT TO EXPAND ADVOCACY ON BEHALF OF LATINA 
ECONOMIC AND EDUCATIONAL EQUITY 

The grant will allow the Latina-led nonprofit to continue expanding its advocacy 
efforts and leadership programs. 

LOS ANGELES, CA (December 10, 2021) — Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE) has received 
a two year grant renewal from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation bringing the foundation’s total 
investment to $1.2 million over four years. This new $600,000 grant will allow HOPE to continue 
expanding its advocacy efforts and leadership programs.  

The initial $600,000 grant funded the expansion of HOPE’s policy advocacy capacity by adding policy and 
advocacy expertise, enhancing communications, redesigning programmatic activities, and supporting 
existing conferences and convenings. The renewed investment will continue to support these initiatives 
with greater flexibility as a general operating grant. 

“HOPE is proud and grateful to count on the support of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. This 
transformational investment in HOPE will fund our growing advocacy efforts, leading to systemic 
changes in our education system so that everyone will have a chance to a brighter, more equitable 
future,” said Helen Torres, Chief Executive Officer of HOPE. 

HOPE has a long and successful history of advocating for policies that positively impact Latinas in the 
areas of higher education, K-12 education, economic empowerment, health care, and civic engagement. 
Through the Gates Foundation investment, HOPE has been able to add staff, increase engagement at 
the regional level, produce research to inform policy makers, and join statewide advocacy coalitions to 
improve outcomes for Black and Latino communities. 

At 20%, Latinas make up the largest share California’s population. They are a young and rapidly growing 
demographic, leading small business creation and enrolling in college at record-breaking rates. Still, 
Latinas face some of the most egregious inequities in our society, including the largest pay gap in the 
nation, disparities in educational and health outcomes, and vulnerability to economic downturns as 
exhibited in the 2008 recession and in the current fallout of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Latinas are central to building back from the pandemic and their success is tied to the success of the 
nation. This grant ensures HOPE can continue its crucial work to uplift Latinas and create a more 
equitable and just world for all,” concluded Torres. 
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About Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE)  
HOPE® is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that has empowered our communities through advocacy, 
Latina leadership training, and increasing knowledge on the contributions Latinas have made to advance 
the status of women for the past 30 years. To date, HOPE’s innovative programming has served 58,000 
Latinas and touched the lives of several thousand more through our advocacy. For more information on 
HOPE, please visit Latinas.org or follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter . 
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